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A TALE OF TWO RUSSIANS
Christopher Arthur
This is a story about two boys who meet at school
in England. The first, Nicko, is the direct
descendant of a White Russian émigré from the
Revolution while the other, Viktor, is the
grandson of Stalin’s satrap, the director of the
Dalstroi Trust, a part of the Gulag system that
mined gold in Kolyma. The satrap, Nikishov, is an
actual historical character, but the grandson,
Viktor, is the author’s invention.
The novel follows the fortunes of the boys and
their friendship through early adulthood. It
moves from London to Novgorod, to Montenegro
and back to London again and describes the
world of New Russians following the end of the
Soviet Union: the scams and criminal activities,
the aspirations and attempts to forge fresh
identities, while the past cannot be entirely
escaped. An important character is a leading
British politician, a neighbour of the Nikishovs in
Chelsea whose relationship with a Russian
oligarch is enigmatic to say the least! The story
has many of the elements of a thriller.

Price:

£8.99

Binding:

Paperback

Format:

200 x 130 mm

Extent:

408pp

BIC Code:
FA:
Modern & contemporary
fiction [post 1945]
Prices and specifications are provisional
and are subject to change without notice.
12/04/2013

CHRISTOPHER ARTHUR read Archaeology and Anthropology
at Cambridge University and after a period of working in
Archaeology moved into teaching English literature to
‘A’level and Art History (including some Russian history on
the way), he has written and produces a large number of
plays. Publications include: a collection of travel pieces and
three collections of short stories: ‘Footnotes’, published by
The New Millenium Press [1994].
‘The Tulip Garden and Other Stories’ published by Stamford
House Publishing [2003].
‘Cappadocian Moon and Other Stories’ published by Melrose
Books [2007].
‘The Novgorod Master and Other Stories’ published by Pearl
Press [2010].
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