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love, death, mental illness and 

courage in an internationally

renowned family
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‘A must-read... a moving, informative, and humorous account of living through 
personal tragedy amidst great privilege... shows how common sense and a good heart 

are more important than all the money in the world.’ Lady Colin Campbell

A story that shows how much stranger than
fiction fact is. This poignant and upbeat account
of a mother’s struggle to preserve her son from
the worst effects of schizophrenia, while his
young wife is dying of cancer, and his father is
married to Ivana Trump, shows the redeeming
features of suffering. Stella Mazzucchelli is

transformed from a beautiful, over-
protected  Society woman with

alcohol issues to a magnificent,
courageous earth-mother who
now campaigns to reduce the
stigma attached to mental
illness by using her privileged
position to positive effect .

This is a story of such breadth and

scope, with a cast of characters that is so

glitzy, glamorous, and flawed, that not

even a Hollywood scriptwriter would

have dared make it up. There is Ivana,

the famous socialite businesswoman

who turns out to be an unexpectedly

tender-hearted step-mother; Fedele, the

schizophrenic only child of her husband,

the internationally-renowned

businessman Riccardo Mazzucchelli;
Naomi, Fedele’s exquisite Japanese wife

who is diagnosed with terminal cancer

the week after giving birth to Katerina;

Stella, the stunning  mother with alcohol

issues and too much time on her hands

who rises to new and unexpected heights

as she struggles to bring up her

orphaned granddaughter and cope with

her son’s mental illness. All set against a

backdrop of such staggering wealth and

privilege that the family was and remains

a fixture of the gossip columns and

Society magazines all over the world.

This book is so informative on a host of

subjects, ranging from superficialities

such as the lifestyle of the International

Super-Rich to the profundities of coping

with terminal illness and mental disease,

that it would have appealed to everyone

from left-wing liberals and to right-wing

snobs, even if it had not been written

with as much intelligence, insight and

humour as it has.

£17.99
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STELLA METAXA MAZZUCCHELLI was

born in Athens, Greece. Married as a

teenager to the glamorous international

businessman Riccardo Mazzucchelli, she

is the mother of his only child Fedele.

During their twenty two year marriage,

they lived between Zambia and London,

where she became a well-known figure

on the social scene and had a brief and

successful career as a model. Now

divorced, she lives in Athens with their

only grandchild, Katerina, and has

become a campaigner for the better

understanding of schizophrenia.
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